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The Company

The Vitra story began in 1957 with the launching N
Europe of designs by Charles and Ray Eames and Geqrge
Nelson. Such was the timeless appeal of these creations
from the '50s and '60s that they are still being manufac”
tured today. Our product programme was further extenc”
ed with models from Verner Panton, Mario Bellini, Anﬂ?l’"O
Citterio, Philippe Starck, Borek Sipek, Jasper Morrison,
Ginbande and other eminent designers. In the 80s Vitra
began putting new ideas and talents to the test, by €0~
operating with leading international exponents of the
avant-garde. -

Every era imposes its special demands on designers
and manufacturers. Now, in the '90s, ecological awareness
is the order of the day. But when confronted with this
aspect, we discovered thatmany of our past proc-iucfs were
already of positive ecological persuasion. Atypical exam-
ple is the Aluminium Chair designed by Charles and Ray
Eames, a product that gives excellent service for decades
andtherefore makes sound ecological sense. Whatfor.the
Eames manifested itself as an unconscious philosoph'lcal
expression of the minimal use of materials, has since
become declared ecological policy. We develop products

which consist of few components, which can be easily dis-

assembled at the end of their long life-span, and which
can then be recycled as basic parts.
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Otherrequirements —such asthe application of ergo-
nomic principles — have been accompanying Vitra prod-
ucts since the early '70s. By constant in-depth experimen-
tation in this field, we are approaching perfection of the
ideal chair-onethat supports good posture, invites move-
ment and is pleasing to the eye.

Our company philosophy is not only present in our
products, itis also very muchin evidence inthe architecture
of our premises. Vitra co-operated closely withsome of the
most eminent and exciting of contemporary architects,
among them Gehry, Ando, Siza, Hadid and Grimshaw. As
a result, an architectural environment has been created
that extends far beyond the contemplation of customary
corporate identity - a unique venue for our personnel and
visitors alike. The Vitra premises in Weil am Rhein reflect an
architecture unconcerned with corporate conformity or
power, but evoking instead open and lively discussion of
our increasingly complex times.

Another important activity is the Vitra Design
Museum, a company-sponsored independent institute.
Designed by Frank Gehry, the Museum presents tempo-
rary exhibitions on furniture design and houses one of the
world's largest collections of contemporary furniture. It is
staffed by ateam of specialists responsible for organising
exhibitions, publications and workshops. Since its opening
in1989,the Museum has attracted increasing international
acclaim as a unique design centre, and has co-staged
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exhibitions with such renowned institutes as the Centre onrequest. Simply write or telephone —we look forward to
Pompidou in Paris. hearing from you.

Vitra's close co-operation with leading designers, the
company's strong cultural commitment and stimulating
architectural environment, our technical skills and ergo-
nomic expertise — all these factors blend to benefit the
clientinmany ways.The resultis arange of clearly—defined
products that make no concessions fo modern fads or
fashions—products with aninspiring message and aesthet-
ic appeal which transcend the frontiers of time.

Vitra products enjoy international recognition wher-
ever quality and creativity are in demand. They are fea-
tured regularly in British, French, German and Swiss tele-
vision programmes, for example. Visit the permanent
design exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New
York and you will see them on display. Germany's parlia-
ment buildings and the European Community headquar-
ters in Brussels are furnished by our company. Our clients
also include leading international banks and businesses
such as Mercedes-Benz, Lufthansa, Apple in San Francisco
and Coca-Cola in Atlanta. And if you ever wait for a flight
in Moscow or Dubai, then you'll sit on airport seating
by Vitra.

We have a network of offices and showrooms in
Europe and the United States, and agencies in many other
countries. This brochure is intended to give you an insight
into our products. More detailed information is available
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Popov on Aluminium Chair

Eames Collection: Aluminium Group.

—d—

48—

bt~ 55—

-"——60—I|

—d49—

29



Soft Pad Group.

Eames Collection
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Eames Collection:
Lounge Chair, Ottoman, Stool, Chaise, Screen.
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Eames Collection: Plywood Group.
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Eames Collection: Tandem Seating.




Eames Collection: Wire Chair.




S

e

e R

= ) ey

Eames Collection: Segmented/Contract Tables.

e T —r—

p—72

157/188

I

——7——

——

I
T

————100/120/140———— ) "—wxs& —'—t

%




. Nelson Collection:
Coconut Chair, Marshmallow Sofa, Desk, Stool, Tables.
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Desk, Stool (Design George Nelson)
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Bellini Collection: Onda, Summa.

Miles Davis on Onda
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Jack Lemmon on Figura
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Bellini Collection: Figura.
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Bellini Collection: Imago.




LH' I Bellini Collection: Forum Tables.
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‘ Bellini Collection: Metropol System, Storage.







Citterio Collection: Axion.
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Citterio Collection: Visavis.
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Citterio Collection: AC 2.
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Citterio Collection: AC 3.




Citterio Collection: Area.
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" ‘L Citterio Collection: Spatio Office, Conference Table,
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vitra Edition:

Teodora (Design Ettore Sottsass),

Greene Street Chair (Design Gaetano Pesce),

How high the Moon (Design Shiro Kuramata),

Well-Tempered Chair (Design Ron Arad),

Schizzo (Design Ron Arad),

Chair/Chair (Design Richard Artschwager),

Nz _ Maracatu (Design Alessandro Mendini),

= A, T Vodél (Design Coop Himmelblau).
:‘.-:??’j&:ﬁ .

Ettore Softtsass on Teodora
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Frank Gehry on Little Beaver
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Gehry Collection:
Side Chair, Wiggle Side Chair, Dining Table,
Low Table Set, Little Beaver, Grandpa Chair.
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Sipek Collection: Sedlak, Office, Highboard,
Ota Otanek, Wardrobe, Paper Basket/ Umbrella Stand.
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Sedlak (Design Borek Sipek)



Wim Wenders on Ply Chair
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Morrison Collection:
Ply-Chair, Ply-Table, Sofa, Benches.
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Panton Chair
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Vitra (International) AG
Klinenfeldstrasse 20
CH-4127 Birsfelden
Tel. 06179012556

Fax 061/9015313

Vitra Ges.m.b.H.
Pfeilgasse 35

A-1080 Wien

Tel. 0222/427514
Fax 0222/42751411

N.V. Vitra Belgium S.A.
Woluwelaan, 140 A
B-1831 Diegem

Tel. 02/7258400

Fax 02/7258360

Vitra AG (Showroom
Wirzgrabenstrasse
CH~8%48 Ziirich

Tel. 0174325410
Fax 0174322897

Vitra GmbH
Charles-Eames-Strasse 2
D-79576 Weil am Rhein
Tel. 07621/7020

Fax 07621/702242

Vitra Hispania S.A.
Serrano No. 5,4° 4a
E-28001 Madrid

Tel. 91/5782750
Fax 91/5783217

Vitra S.A.R.L.

40, Rue Violet
F-75015 Paris

Tel. {1 4575591
Fax (1) 45755056

Vitra Lid.

13, Grosvenor Street
GB-London W1X 9FB
Tel. 07174081122
Fax 071/4991967

Vitra Nederland B.V.
Assumburg 73

NL-1081 GgB Amsterdam
Tel. 020/6 460601

Fax 020/6462332

Vitra Seating Inc.
IDCNY

30-20 Thomson Avenue
USA-Long Island City |
NY 11101

Tel. 718.472.1820

Fax 718.472.1825

Design: Mendell & Oberer, Munich
Photography: Hans Hansen,
Christian Coigny, Dieter Leistner,
Richard Bryant, homas Cucini,
Andreas Sutterlin, Gerald Zugmann,
Antonio Murﬁnelfi, Paul Warchol
Copy: Vitra

Lithography: Promont, Munich
Printed by: WKD, Ismaning
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