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MORE ABOUT ACADEMY CHAPEL

carter manny<carterhmanny@gmail.com> Fri, Nov 14, 2014 at 12:59 PM

To: Henry Kuehn <hhkuehn@gmail.com>
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HENRY - -
HOPE ALL WENT WELL WITH TRIP TO MINNEAPOLIS

| had a phone call from Otto Stark last evening. We talked for quite a while..
Otto worked with Stan on the chapel and succeeded him when Stan left
SOM for Naes & Murphy c. 1956-57. HE used the word "ABSOLUTELY" in
asserting that the chapel was Stan's design.

He said that Stan started with the idea of wings, but the wings

morphed into hands in the attitude of prayer. Typical of Stan always
looking for the symbol. Netsch was intent on building a cathedral on

a nearby mountain top and he went on an extended tour of cathedrals in
Europe. Meanwhile, the Air Force colonels in charge nixed the idea of
a mountain top location. They said that weekend visits of parents to
cadets required a more convenient loation near the Administration
Building.

Neither Gertrude nor Otto could remember why Stan and Netsch disagreed
and Stan left. But Stan and Otto were close and Otto continued to keep
Stan informed. Otto had a problem with the rabbi who requjired a
separate entrance, for Jews, but that was happily resolved later when

it was decide that the chapel needed to be taller so as not to be

dwarfed by the Administration Building. Increasing the height allowed

for a separate level for Jews which mad the rabbi happy.

Stan had already pulled Otto away from SOM to work on O'Hare before
Netsch returned.But Otto said that with the Mountain site eliminated
Netsch warmed to Stan's solution and put crew to work on it.

In reading accounts of the building, it was raised still taller with

the addition of a third level which went to the Protestants, the
larges group. Catholics got the second level Total building height,
178 ft. All of these changes and refinements came after Stan and
Otto were gone.

I don't know who the others were who helped Netsch finish up. | can
see why the buiding is now an icon and tourist attraction and why
Netsch gets full credit as its designer.

| think it is proper for the Graceland tour docents to continue to
give Netsch credit when discussing his grave, but also to mention
Stan's initial role in giving the chapel its form based on hands
clasped in prayer when discussing his memorial stone.
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More regardigair force academy chapel
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Happy Birthday! Inbox
Suzanne Maicke Sat, Nov 15, 2014 at 8:58 AM
carter manny Sat, Nov 15, 2014 at 1:30 PM
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Carter,

Thank you for sharing the email exchange regarding the Air Force
Academy Chapel. Growing up, | had no idea how political the
architectural world was. The funny thing is that as a child, | never
realized that anyone else had been credited with the iconic roof

design. We always knew it to be Stan's idea. | visited the Air Force
Academy my junior year in high school, with aspirations of attending.

| toved seeing the Chapel in person, and was overcome with a sense of
pride.

Your compromise for the docents acknowledgment of both Netsch and Stan
is brilliant. Over the course of my career, people have often asked me

if it bothered me that others took credit for some of my work. My

answer, and | do believe my Dad may have felt the same way, was that

it didn't matter to me, as long as my peers, family and friends

understood my contribution.

Your stories are fascinating, and I'm so grateful for our connection.

I'm sorry to hear about Henry's sister. | look forward to seeing him

on Wednesday. I'll report back on how the speech goes, and try to get
a picture with Henry to send to you.

Hope your Birthday was special.

Your friend,

Suzanne
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